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Abstract

The study explores semantic and syntactic parallelism grasped
through different types of repetition. Rygiel (1994) and Fox (2014)
models are selected for identifying parallelism and lexical repetition in a
valuable book of a philosophical doctor who mixed science with faith and
became one of the most famous intellectual scientists in Egypt. Dr.
Mostafa Mahmoud's A Dialogue with an atheist is the core of this study.
It is an imaginary intellectual dialogue between the author and an atheist
who arose many skeptic questions about faith. By answering these
questions, Dr. Mostafa Mahmoud proved that science gives a real power
not compared to the divine knowledge. Semantic parallelism identified
through synonymous parallelism (54%) and antonymous parallelism
(46%). Syntactic parallelism involves sentence (18%), clause (13%),
phrase [Noun phrase (44%), Verb phrase (36%), Prepositional phrase
(16%), and Adjectival phrase (4%)]. Seven types of repetition including
anaphora (34%), mesodiplosis (21%), polyptoton (14%), epistrophe
(13%), tautotes (13%), anadiplosis (2%) and chiasmus (1%). It was found
that repetition is used to emphasize a point, approve a fact or idea, exhibit
objectivity and create cohesion. Each repeated word carries a crucial idea
and it cannot be considered redundant. Parallelism makes text
symmetrical and memorable for the reader and creates artistic balance. It
reflects the author's creativity. Z-test is used to analyze the data. The
analysis has proved that there is a statistically significant difference at the
level of (0.01 %) between parallelism and repetition in favor of
parallelism which constitutes (79%) and repetition (21%) and z value
(18.62)

Key words: Parallelism, Lexical repetition, Dialogue with an Atheist, Dr.
Mostafa Mahmoud
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1. Introduction

Parallelism refers to the pairings of constituents. The equivalence
of the parallel constituents may be structural or semantic. Parallelism is a
literary device which means using the same grammatical construction in a
context. It could be a word, a phrase or entire sentence. Parallelism is
used because its repetitive quality makes text symmetrical and memorable
for the reader. It makes the ideas easier to be understood and processed
by the readers. Parallelism is the "pairing of words and phrases to provide
emphasis, authority or significance to an expression of ideas." (Fox,
2014: 3) It is frequently used as a rhetorical device in elevated speeches
and a recurrent feature in poetry. Roman Jakobson called it the ‘poetic
artifice...of recurrent returns', 'recurrent returns' means linking parallel
units to one another Parallelism is a main feature of artistic expression.

Robert Lowth (1753) coined the term parallelismus membrorum
(“parallelism of members”) to describe different types of equivalent
verses in Biblical Hebrew. Lowth’s study was ground-breaking as he
broke from the classical theories of meter and rhetoric; he argued that
poetry was not based on sounds and syllables rather on a metrics of
meanings. Lowth’s term spread in the nineteenth century and expanded in
the twentieth century through the influence of Jakobson who saw
parallelism as an abstract text-structuring principle of bringing two units
together. Jakobson approach is the fundamental of advancing the concept
from language to semiotic phenomenon to encompass parallelism in
media. Research on parallelism has been shifted from text to
performance.

The quality of sameness of parallel units may be at the surface
level to include recurrent sound, vocabulary, syntax or morphology. It
may have symbols or images that are conveyed through those parallel
units. The perception of parallelism invites mapping of elements which
are linked together by different ways and create foregrounding. Since
Jackobson's time attention has been paid to show parallelism functions in
discourse, its relationship to text cohesion and its connotations and
meanings. There is always a relationship between structure and ideas.

2. Literature Review
Zhao (2012) examined parallelism in Virginia Woolf’s landmark

novel To the Lighthouse through a comparison between this novel and
other modernist novels. It also discusses the lexical and syntactic
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structures that characterize Woolf’s use of parallelism. The results have
shown that Woolfian parallelism is characterized by an abundance of
antithetical and synonymous bundles, juxtaposed propositional phrases, -
ing participles and appositional structures to strike an artistic balance
between poetry and prose. A similar study of examining Virginia Woolf’s
parallelism in twenty short stories is of Abdelbasset (2017) which
concluded that parallelism characterizes Woolfian corpus.

Mehawesh (2013) investigated grammatical parallelism in the
translation of advertising texts with reference to Arabic and English. The
study illustrated the techniques of advertising in two different cultures in
order to show the role of cultural background in advertising. Moreover, it
pointed up some main problems in the translation of advertising texts. It
focused mainly on the textual part; grammatical parallelism in the
translation of English and Arabic advertisements using Jakobson model
(1960). Monassar (2014) aimed to provide a textual investigation of
parallelisms in the different linguistic levels and in three Arabic varieties
(spoken/transcribed): Classical Arabic, Modern Standard Arabic, and
Yemeni Adeni Arabic dialect. It was concluded that parallelism is genre-
specific and purpose-oriented. It is found in sermons, public speeches,
and opinion writing. Najjar (2015) discussed repetition in the translation
of the Arabic novel A Drift on the Nile (1993). The study explored the
communicative functions of repetition to see if they are maintained or lost
in the translation of the novel. The study showed that repetitions have
been used rhetorically for confirmation and warning. A similar study is of
Bin Anuar (2015) which examines strategies | translating parallelism in
the Arabic translation of the novel "Moby Dick". It is concluded that
translating parallelism is challenging as languages differ at syntactic,
morphological and phonological levels.

Khader & Kullab (2016) examined parallelism in Sa’adi Yusuf’s
poetry and manifests its connotative powers and expressive ability which
reflects the poet's artistic creativity. The study used the descriptive
analytical approach to analyze the levels of parallelism: the phonological,
morphological, lexical and syntactic parallel structure in the poetic texts.
A similar study is of Thwala (2017) who seeks to investigate a syntactic
and semantic analysis of parallelism in selected poetry of C.T. Msimang.
Parallelism focuses on the repetition of words, phrase and clauses
artistically which the poet recurrently uses to develop and improve the
narrative. Parallelism is used to manifest the chain-linking of thoughts
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and create rhythmic, rhyme and euphonic effects. A similar study is of
Al-halhooli et al. (2017) which examines the linguistic technique of
parallelism in Al-Ahwas Al-Ansari’s poetry. Al-Ahwas achieved a great
rhythmical harmony by using parallelism

Abdulameer et al. (2020) examines the phenomena of semantic
parallelism and repetition; their classifications, and categories in Surah
AL-Rahman (The Beneficent) and Surah Al-Wagqgiaa (The Great Event).
Fabb (1997) and Rygiel (1994) models are chosen for identifying lexical
parallelism and repetition. It has been found that that the two Surahs are
not alike in the kinds of repetition they share but they have the same
categories of semantic parallelism. The use of repetition and the
synonymous parallelism underlines the disbelief of some unbelievers and
how Allah retells Man of the denial to the bestowed blessings. Also, the
over use of the anaphora and antithetical parallelism reflects God’s
glorification of the majesty of Imam Ali Ibn Abi Talib. Before this study,
Dror (2017) investigated grammatical parallelism in Quran and reached a
conclusion that grammatical parallelism is not merely a stylistic device
but it has an important textual function in the arrangement of information.

Dr. Mostafa Mahmoud's book A Dialogue with an Atheist is fertile
resource for research for its rich data. The study is significant as it
contributes in filling the gap in literature. The importance of the study is
that it sheds light on a creative linguistic phenomenon used by Dr.
Mostafa Mahmoud whose written masterpieces are valuable sources for
investigation.

3. Research Questions

1. What type of parallelism that Dr. Mostafa Mahmoud employed in the
book?

2. What are the connotations that parallelism may carry and how
parallelism contributes to text cohesion?

3. How are the lexical repetition patterns manipulated to reflect Dr.
Mostafa Mahmoud's style in the book?

4. What may be the factors that influence Dr. Mostafa Mahmoud’s unique
writing style?
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4. Methodology

4.1. The Material

Dialogue with an Atheist is an imaginary dialogue between the
writer and an atheist. Mostafa Mahmoud answers to the atheist's
questions are based on scientific facts and logic. A lot of points arising in
the minds of people with direct reference to Qur’an and Sunnah are
addressed. Issues such as the proof of God existence, why God created
evil, Paradise and Hell are tackled both clearly and logically. This book
was first published in (1986). The book is selected for its rich exhibition
of parallelism as well as repetition. Rygiel (1994) and Fox (2014) models
are chosen for analyzing data as they are valid for such discourse.

4.2. Procedures

The methodological analysis is eclectic Rygiel (1994) and Fox
(2014) models are used as they are valid for this discourse. The data of
the study are analyzed qualitatively and quantitively. Tables are used to
present the statistical analysis of the sample of the study.

5. Types of Parallelism
5.1. Semantic Parallelism

5.1.1. Synonymous parallelism

Parallelism is “repeating a structure but filling it with new
elements” (De Beaugrande& Dressler, 1981:49) ‘Semantic’ or
‘synonymous’ parallelism refers to two or more units that express the
same meaning. It "is often structured at a lexical and phrasal level." (Fox,
2014: 206). Lexical variation is required or it would be a full repetition.
Lexical repetition “makes parallelism more salient while highlighting the
variation." (208), below are instances of synonymous parallelism

L] o dlauial s ala gLy ol Ll iy 5 5 (aDSN) (5 995 Jaad) ag Ja ) s
(VY 0Y csena Yopall sall s daally
My friend is a man who likes to argue and delights in talking. He thinks
that we, naive believers as we are, feed on illusions and miss the
pleasures and attractions of this world beguiling ourselves with Paradise
and the Houris. (Yehie, 1994:5)

(V&Y 1Y Qsena ) shdll S (LAl addie Cluallé ) Y

%
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Man, then, is of great standing and importance (Yehie, 1994:38)

Lol (B gl g Lgidle g el B £ otilly V) Ledar ¥ Lemad g dalal) e Loy ¥
(£€:Y )Y gana) gl g

The wealth and fertility of nature show only in the variety of its yields

and fruits and in the differences among its products. (Yehie, 1994:49)

(OA Y VY sena) .LA)..HS}LA)&&.\AQ)&;‘MB)GS;._\G)]\éh)u._alﬁ)l\sﬂéda;gcﬂh}.i
By making the release or freeing of a 'neck’ (a slave) an expiation for a
number of transgressions both great and slight. (Yehie, 1994: 67)

e Sle Ul Hedy o Vg ol S) Wy callh D8 (Ll L6, ol i) L I U jpns alll 0

OA Y OY Qseas) Lixilila
God predestines us to what we choose with our hearts and iOntentions.
There is no injustice, compulsion, or duress in this regard and there is no
subjection to what is against our natures. (Yehie, 1994: 17)

In the first example the four synonymous clauses Jaadl was “likes to
argue’ andadSll ¢ 4= ‘delights in talking’ and ‘feed on illusions’ <l
s YL beguiling ourselves and Uil Ae dauai for more clarification. In
the second example oLéll axie great standing sl S, In example (3)
we have synonymous coordinated clauses Wb gLl A g il ‘the
variety of its yields and fruits’® WiliwalgLgilgll 4 cgldilly ‘and in the
differences among its products.” There is obvious connection in meaning
between the parallel units which strengthen the equivalence. In example
(4) <8, &b release of the neck <81 33 freeing of a 'neck’ are brought
into parallel. In example (5) three successive synonymous words ai&
injustice o)uS) compulsion s duress. The parallel lexical items show a
high degree of synonymity. Parallelism encourages the reader to “look for
any association between the matched but different items” (Jawad, 2007:
220). Clarification is achieved by semantic resemblance and elaboration.

5.1.2. Antithetical parallelism

Another type of parallelism is Antithetical Parallelism; when two
opposing ideas come together by providing the same meaning but from
different perspectives. It is used for cognitive reinforcement. Here are
some examples:

LS S s L o oandls (i (o 5 U Om el s el 5 s G0 s )
(V0 1Y )Y csane) A bll B oa Al AS nll 5 oyl D ma Y1 4S5 o) s
We clearly and decisively distinguish between the trembling of
our hand as a result of fever and its movement as it writes a letter
describing that trembling. We are conscious of the shivering as
determined and compulsory and of the letter-writing as free and
voluntary. (Yehie, 1994: 14)
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(YY 1Y )Y gana ) Ol g gl g Ao S (31 CauSa o] pd g Ylan g dgaca alll (1S 13). Y
If God is truly Love, Beauty, and Goodness, how then did it come that He
created hatred, ugliness, and evil? (Yehie, 1994: 23)

(VY (Y OVY agana ) ethall gaddl Y g 2ol Jakal) s Y ) ol yudl o915
the torments of cancer that spare neither new-born babe nor decrepit
senile (Yehie, 1994: 23)

e ol g ads US 533l | Balaeal) ga A gaadl (e Gt o ST al¥) pa & pal) ) €
(Yt‘ :Y~ V'Y chAM)

Freedom with suffering is more honorable to man than slavery with

happiness. That is why He let us sin, suffer, and learn. (Yehie, 1994:24)

(3 gl Gl SANA dagadall g () g3y (Gl ALl 31 dagalal) O < galls Giray Lag, 0

(V1YY casana ) Alall Lgallay (il (3aillip el lly ) Gailid
What occurs in death is that the second mortal nature passes away while
the immortal spirit joins eternity. The body goes to dust but the spirit
ascends to its immortal world. (Yehie, 1994: 75)

In example (1) the semantic relation of the two coordinated
contrastive adjectival phrases "41,¢% 41" determined and compulsory
"4y a0 3_a" free and voluntary is a relation of contrast. In example (2)
"daalove, "4 SV"hatred, "Jdwa' beauty, "gdli"ugliness and "A"
goodness and &) evil are opposite words. The contrastive noun phrases
in (3) and (4) "alsl Jakli" new-born babe "cstall Fd" decrepit senile.
"al¥) aa 4y Al Freedom with suffering "sstawd) aa 433 sl slavery with
happiness. In example (5), the use of four opposite sentences 4aukall"
"Jls il @il AL 3N mortal nature passes away, " siadl Gadli SallAl) daydal)
the immortal spirit joins eternity , "<l At swall 3a3L8" the body goes to
dust " AL Lgallay (udil) 3ailig" the spirit ascends to its immortal world,
clarifies the meaning. Mostafa Mahmoud combined a positive statement
with a negative one to illustrate the idea

5.1. Syntactic parallelism

Grammatical parallelism is the repetition of the similar
grammatical units. Grammatical parallelism is integrated in semantic
parallelism and based on grammar. "Grammatical parallelism is often
unnoticed when integrated with semantic parallelism and it is deviation
rather than parallelism that becomes marked"” (Fox, 2014: 212).
Grammatical parallelism is a striking device for structuring discourse.
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5.1.1. Levels of Syntactic Parallelism

5.1.1.A. Sentence Parallelism

(o3l (A glinay il Ao I3 (<980 0) () glisa 4l o oy oS il )

(V1YY Qgana ) Adbdl ) Juaad oy
It is as if you thought that God needs a parachute to descend among men
or a fast car to reach His prophets. (Yehie, 1994: 6)

1529 1o UL ga slall 1) Ulab o) LS | Jotal) sa g e Shda oS Jaad) ) Wgd Y
slall
(-L-L :Y~\V m)m)
Just as our thirst for water is a proof that it exists, our yearning to justice
Is proof to us that a just Being exists. (Yehie, 1994: 7)

(YO 1Yo 1Y (asana) Alll dic Uil ya 4y aai o 2) o300 5 | Ui 4y (i ol (521 o) L) ¥

These tribulations are trials by which we know ourselves; they are tests
which determine our degrees in the sight of God (Yehie, 1994: 26) .

O3 YOI Qsana) aley ¥ lad jra aley Lad pdia Glady) ¢
Man has freedom of choice in relation to what he knows. Preordained
with regard to what he knows not. (Yehie, 1994: 19)

O (YA Y )Y casana) Al S g Sudad Adally i jlad) as g claglat g Ll asaally Jaladl pa
He shows the mercy of correction and of enlightenment to the benighted
in hill; and He is merciful with his generosity and blessings to the
knowing in Paradise.(Yehie, 1994: 43)

It is noticed that in the examples mentioned above that grammatical
parallel sentences are used for elaboration and clarity. According to
Mehawesh (2013), grammatical parallelism is used in “foregrounding
contrastive images”. (258). Parallelism also creates symmetry by using
equivalent structure.

5.1.1.B. Clause Parallelism ‘

(£3:7 )Y sema) Oaal s 30 5 c aly pbai g aghan A £ S, DLW
Islam rewards anyone who expends an intellectual effort and errs; it
doubles that reward to him who hits on the truth. (Yehie, 1994: 56)
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Al La Jxty O gl Y STy g Ll (AL La iy jay Jomdy 28 L) ). Y
OT YO Qsena ) Adpdall
Man, in his freedom, may act contrary to what satisfies God, but he
cannot do anything in contradiction to his Will. (Yehie, 1994: 15)

O gBIaS (g sl g L 5 ) gilusy (O LgaT B 0585 s By b (A AL ) ¥
(OA Y Y sana) 3 o LAl G jmy aladind ol Chaudly Ll
If a town surrendered without a fight its people should be taken as
captives and slaves. On the other hand, the town which puts up resistance
and then capitulates is to receive a far more terrible chastisement. (Yehie,
1994: 66)
) oSy ) g AV (Jany o1 a4V Jgm oL ga A g ((BL g M) g A £
('\ . :Y VY ¢Q gada
Because it is man who spends on the family and who works to support it.
(Yehie, 1994: 68)

It could be noticed from examples above that ideas are arranged into
parallel conjoined clauses. The same structure is repeated with different
content. The parallel clauses are all connected with coordinate
conjunction ‘wa with different action which adds elegance and clarity.

5.1.1.C. Phrase Parallelism
5.1.1.C.1. Noun Phrase

(i\/ Y)Y m)m) &JM} cﬁﬂﬁd)me)u»y‘h;w\ddu\ o'A,g...t.\
It was through such fine balance that Islam preserved both the
individual's freedom and the right of the poor. (Yehie, 1994: 54)

(i/\ :Y VY m)m) g&é@j‘k«uﬂ‘ Lm\;@haﬂ\bu\gl\ﬂﬁ;\‘

It is not a mathematically determined mean but rather a dialectical.
(Yehie, 1994: 54)

sl g Vg sl gh Cpabisall (s 4 iy al allls | p3gS ¥ g Ay galy 48 ad 2DLIYW Y
(°~ Yo Y cdjm)

Islam does not institute any clergy or papacy. God did not set up any

mediators or warders between Him and the believers. (Yehie, 1994: 56)

(0\ AERAL cdw).agﬂ‘glmjsw\ﬁﬁ \mucﬁkﬂ\@;@déggds}i
Everything in our religion accepts development except, of course, the
essence of its creed and the core of its Shari‘a (Law). (Yehie, 1994: 58)

Noun phrases are connected to achieve symmetry in the text and
express the equality of rights. Noun phrases are semantically and
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syntactically paralleled. They are employed to complete or expand the

first part.

5.1.1.C.2. Verb Phrase } ‘ ‘

e :"'_5 csﬁﬂ\&wﬁjﬁj cM?Jm} ‘M. as P@ﬂj ‘&M&Aﬁu\‘_gﬁw\ )
Al Al gaa

V€YY Qsena)
You are free to repress your appetites, to bridle your rage, to resist the
promptings of your ego, to deter your evil intentions, to enhance your
benevolent tendencies.  (Yehie, 1994: 13)

Lyt o s 4S5 A3 S dtie (e el Jaadl A1 ga L Ldsa g e le e llia Y
(A Y IY gana) apmabi Vg a e Vg fada Yo 5o Y 1agd 5 cad

part of our being...can observe time from a point of stillness and
perceive it without being implicated in it. It, therefore, neither ages nor
elapses. (Yehie, 1994: 76)

Y OOY gena ) Judlead) (B G sEigag agR 925 (A8 Ggiaad gl an sV Y

O

It is this group that will be put in long chains and dragged to Hell with the
faces of its members looking shamefully down. (Yehie, 1994: 128)

g Someng g idany gl L S g ohday Ja ol ) Jady 13l (50 Cigas L
At g a9 ety gl L oubiin g (3 g Al g dny Ja o i il Jabin 13la (o

(ii AERAL cJ}m) vddﬂ\}t)&lbélwg)mcﬁ):ﬂ
We shall see how the rich man manages his wealth: will he dominate and
squander or sympathize and be charitable? We shall also find out how the
destitute behaves in his poverty: will he envy and grudge, steal and
embezzle or will he work and toil at his best possible capacities to raise his
standard of living in a manner that is lawful and just? (Yehie, 1994: 49)

(TA Y OIY sana ) Apalal) cilpaial) el g o gall Ll cpa 3l o ghad 0)3) " i L 0

We have, then, a spirit that transcends time, death, and the material
inevitabilities. (Yehie, 1994: 76)

From the examples mentioned above, we notice that the writer
elaborates the meaning by using synonymous successive verbs which
adds smoothness and power to the text. The author uses this technique as
an arrow pointing the reader to the idea of man's powerful spirit.
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5.1.1.C.3. Prepositional Phrase

gl Al A il AB g B alSaY) g Jlaadl s d8a 5 kil & jalds 4l )
118 B oSl Sl g agaill day) 5 B Julil) e (B sl ke B AL AN pUa

('l/\ ARRAE ¢ gana ) OsSI aal Lﬁm ‘;JM\ duasll
He is manifest in order, precision, beauty, and regularity; in tree leaves, in
the feathers of a fawn, in the wings of the butterfly, in the fragrance of
flowers, in the chanting of the nightingale, in the harmony of planets and
stars which makes up that symphonic poem we call the universe. (Yehie,
1994: 7)

(YE:Y )Y gene ) Bl adeald g pSaal) (a5 Bl il @ ods Glanl) ams (a5, Y
Out of the snake's poison comes the antidote. Even now we manufacture
the serum from the microbe (Yehie, 1994: 25)

i L‘JL‘C).'HJ (A g S (g g cuéﬁjuauw&}uﬁﬁﬁd:\mﬁdﬁ.v

(Vi :Y~ 'Y cJ}m) eSA)\S
It is just the outcome of a certain experience that varies from one person
to another and from one age to the other. (Yehie, 1994: 83)

) Sl g AS) 81 £ 550 Cas o IDU ) (g bl g AN (Y (e Ay sed £

(\\0 Y OVY Qsana
He extracts gold and diamonds from the earth, pearls from the sea, fruits
from nature. (Yehie, 1994: 131)

In the examples mentioned above, prepositional phrases modify
verb phrases. They are used in a parallel series repeating the same
preposition in every phrase: ¢ Ae¢ (=« 4 (preposition +noun phrase)
which creates a unique effect.

5.1.1.C.4. Adjectival Phrase

Jlan (e SBLE g (e gSlally Iataioia e (i puail (o Liag oy 90 J s caill (ya Liad) )

(F) Y VY asena ) Jsll e Ga g casall Gl (e Liiall 45 )1 5aiuld (ABNA
Some of us were attracted to His Light and were completely absorbed in
it, while others directed their attention away from Him to enjoy the
spectacle of the universe (malakoot) shunning the splendor of their
Creator. Ever since that time immemorial the latter have deserved the
lower degree and were predestined to perdition. (Yehie, 1994: 34)
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There is firstly an external, apparent, visible nature which is his body.
This has all the attributes of matter. It can be weighed and measured,; it
occupies a portion of space and time. (Yehie, 1994: 71)

LY aladally aalae) (iad 338 duall & say Wi el ad ) gaba (o gite (il g gl ausal) .Y

('\i Y)Y cAW)?bﬁﬂSMéﬂYi?&e}gﬂ K Eﬂoiu)ﬁ
That the body is servant not master, compliant and not imperious. Doesn't
the body feel hunger but we refuse to oblige it with food because we have
previously decided to fast that particular day in worship of God? Isn't it
aroused with lust but we restrain it? (Yehie, 1994: 73)

(A9 :Y )Y agana) ARddal) A5 )9<ay  AUAN B Ao gusa o slae 58 LS Y15 8
The earth, as is well-known, appears to those who live on it spread flat
but it is, in reality, round or, to be exact, oval in shape. (Yehie, 1994: 114)

G Adla Leal opat A salall (el 0 Sl e (5 AT Aaal g Canially Jlaall a0

L (R1YOIY asena) kb e Al e Conadl o LS e 33
Likening mountains to clouds, moreover, contains another very important
suggestion about the ‘fragile’ structure of matter which, as we know
today, is really composed of atoms just as the clouds are composed of
droplets. (Yehie, 1994: 115)

The images of parallelism in the examples above are based on
semantic concordance. Adjectival phrases are used to link the ideas
(adjective +prepositional phrase). Parallelism is said to “clarify and
increase the readability of the writing by creating word patterns that can
be followed easily by readers” (Padgate 2018:60)

6. Lexical Repetition

Parallelism is grasped through repetition which is prominent in the
book that it captivates the reader’s attention to the key word or key phrase
of the text. It is used for unfolding a concept. Repetition is used to
“render a rhetorical function that can result in persuasion and emphasis”
(Najjar, 2015: 24). Words are repeated at different places to create an
internal beautiful rhythm. According to Rygiel (1994) classification, nine
types of lexical repetition are distinguished:
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6.1. Initial (anaphora):

Anaphora is "one of the crucial factors that provide the coherence of
discourse." (Prokopenya &Chernigovskaya, 2017:85). It is used to
increase sound harmony in the text

Lag claac um‘YjL@AuSiQ.AQU.ASQAGJ&LAJ Lgalay V)48 55 e dasiilag )

(\ Y)Y ‘J)m)ula_ty;\@AS\ﬁj‘;u\wdm:\
No leaf falls but He knows of it and no fruit grows out of its bud but He
takes count of it. No female conceives and gives birth without His
knowledge. (Yehie, 1994: 9)

kil o) ged alada 8400 ki 1) g L siel G3) ggd 3 jia 8 a8 e N3] g Y
Jaa 131 g cdzia 521 s shaall aial 13 g . Lelhae (sl) s oy silill 85 ) jaldl Callans 130 g
(V0 Y Y Qsena) allaal 52l gd
It is He who causes the foot to stumble over a hole and the fly to fall in a
plate of food. Even if the phone is dead or the rain doesn't fall or,
conversely, if it pours down, He is behind all these events. (Yehie, 1994: 9)
Cral) 1y ol )5 (i g0 Al Gile (oo LA g ] jemne Ay (oo Ui g ¢ e alg) (ra it g, ¥
>l Gy Sl (ol s el A Gile Gra it elans Sl 35 58
g oS 1) e oy L OlallS
.(V~ :Y~ VY cJ}AM)
There are those born blind and others who enjoy sight. Some have lived
in the age of Moses and saw him with their own eyes parting the sea with
his staff; others have lived in the time of Jesus and witnessed how he
raised the dead. Receiving a report of something is surely not equal to
seeing it with the eye; for to see is other than to hear of a certain event.
(Yehie, 1994: 32) ) )
GO9Sy g canall 8 8 alll il ] ) 55 (98 B ey o 4l LIS a5l (98 B g, 8
le st ()5S 85 Lagh (198 B g i (198 B g e (1985 B ¢ jrall i al )
(YA Y OIY agena) (s o8igdm
This inspiration may be a Revelation, a book delivered by Gabriel, or an
illumination caused by God in a person's heart. It can be a state of relief
in mental disposition, an insight into truth, or an understanding of things.
Again, it can take the shape of reverence towards and fear of God as well
as an attitude of piety. (Yehie, 1994: 30)
Anaphoric repetition is used demonstrate divine magnificence in
the universe. The examples show the rhythmic organization of clauses
and sentences. Anaphora is a linguistic device which is used for "textual
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emphasis and artistic confirmation. It, moreover, adds a lovely rhythm to
the prominent idea or argument in question.” (Essam, 2014: 25)

6.2. Mesodiplosis:

The repeated word "occurs in medial position of the sentences that
have place in the same text" (Abdulameer et al., 2020: 853). This
repetition in the following examples achieved a vocal harmony that
contributes to enrich the analytical energy for text.

(Y8 YOIV Qsana) Aindia e o (sl zlase) Jin cllaS gpe 9 (3581 (il )
The universe's imperfections are the essence of its perfection just as the
curving shape of the bow is the essential feature of its usefulness. (Yehie,
1994: 25) )

(YA Y VY Ogana ) Db alll e il 5 V) drans CBA g 408 LA 4 sl e Lo ¥
Indeed, no one that ever tunes up his heart and sense will be deprived
from receiving a favor from God . (Yehie, 1994: 30)

Lo 0l s 3imag (s e LN Of LS claa (g gia g (ouns as dall ol e b ¥
(YA Y Y Qsana) e 4iliS s laadl gl asedll 138 Juals (o saSB oy 53
We believe that Paradise contains both physical and spiritual bliss just as
Hell is physical and spiritual torment at one and the same time. What we
would rather emphasize is that the details and nature of such bliss or
torment are unknown to us (Yehie, 1994: 42) )
gana) Liall Glasie JS el puad | Al S lp0ad o Yaahale Ao Y (aiy €
(VYo Y)Y
We do not find humiliation or subjection in worshipping Him but
liberation and honour. We are liberated from all the enslavements of the
world. (Yehie, 1994: 113)

6.3. Final (epistrophe):

A figure in which successive clauses end with the same word. It is
an emphatic device as it puts the emphasis at the end of phrase, clause or
sentence (opposite of anaphora).

Ul gsacldl o s alld el ga 5 Sl g aclall ga agadl 8 pall )

) (Y72 0T asena ) sl
Benevolence is the rule in the universe while evil is the exception. Health
is the rule, disease the exception. (Yehie, 1994 24)

ISSN 1110-2721 (63) T —
Vol. 75: July (2021)




Parallelism and Repetition Relationships with the Productivity of the Text: A Linguistic

Study of Dr. Mostafa Mahmoud's A Dialogue with an Atheist

il (3533 )5 ally s Glsally Gladll 3l 2 adll s Glsall g Gl sl i Y
) .Sl g a3l Gl 58 Y 5 Sl g a3l Taa o s O Ll s W 5 Sl g

(\ A :* Y ¢ gana
God, who created space and time, is necessarily transcendent in relation
to both and it is an error on our part to think that he is bound either by
them or by their laws . (Yehie, 1994: 6)

Mga o IS (55 il 3 jaad | 2290 (92 4813 3 ga ge all) G g ¥ Jially il 5 ¥

" (VYT casenn) 2aga N dals b
Just like them, you cannot imagine that God exists in His own Essence
with no need of an efficient cause; and this is because you see everything
around you in need of such a cause . (Yehie, 1994: 6)

Boguall (8 (aliy cue 4l el Ja ate a1 1Y) B gual) & JIIS o Sl 8 L3N €

) L (YE Y OIY sana)
Evil in the universe is like the shaded spaces in a painting; if you come
very near to the painting, you will see these parts as defects and faults in
it. (Yehie, 1994: 25)

a5 e iy Al T ula el e (31505 (AdMl (sl aad e (IS8 0
OV Y sana ) Addy

He resurrected the dead, created clay birds that came to life, and healed the

blind and the leper - all by God's permission and aid. (Yehie, 1994: 133)

It could be noted from the above examples that the repetition at the
end of each sentence or phrase builds up an emotional need that help the
reader to contemplate in the creation of the universe. Epistrophe in these
examples provided semantic interconnection that binds the text elements
together to picture a complete meaning and support the power of
persuasion.

6.4. Final-initial (anadiplosis):

Anadiplosis is the "repetition of a prominent and usually the last
word in one phrase or clause at the beginning of the next"* (cited in
Stashko, 2020:62)

TS NS PR R (R RTE- B {FEPENGO PR P\ FS PENSPINE SN (PP JUPREN '

(YA Y VY 3 sana) 3815 jma Jsn B uaall g B uaal) Jsa puaddl g
The electron in the atom circles round the nucleus, the moon round the
earth, the earth round the sun, the sun round the galaxy, the galaxy round
a bigger one, and so on. (Yehie, 1994: 88)
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Aristotle followed the chain of causality tracing the chair from wood,
wood from the tree, the tree from a seed, and the seed from the planter.
(Yehie, 1994: 7)
(3 sana) A ol Sia el Liie g2 g ) jadaadg ozl g Y mdaald oo lll pus Gl ey 80 Y
(V) Yo\ Y
| come finally to my friend's query about the summoning of spirits. This
phenomenon is suspect in the eyes of believers. (Yehie, 1994: 80)

O 6 st S8 Aien e B glewall y B glenally Ay s sill 5 Aaldll 53 s Jy ol 5 8
(ZV:Y~\V chAM) Quﬁjhﬁm
Even extremist advocates of materialism and anarchy did not call for
equality. (Yehie, 1994: 48)
uadidl g uadd) Jsa oMy gl Jon sedll 5 alsill Jsa 23,0 A sty 0
(/\V Y OVY ‘J)‘“M) ‘).\STBJMJPSMU Bdyaall J g
The electron in the atom circles round the nucleus, the moon round the
earth, the earth round the sun, the sun round the galaxy, the galaxy round
a bigger one, and so on. (Yehie, 1994: 88)

Anadiplosis (chain-repetition) shows the logical emphasis which is
necessary to attract the reader’s attention on the key-word or a key-
phrase. The loading of each word is gradually increasing that reflects
God's might and majesty of creation.

6.5. Crossing pattern (chiasmus):

Chiasmus is repeating the same words in an inverse order resulting
in what so- called antimetabole. (I’jam & Fadhil, 2016). Chiasmus is a
stylistic technique, words are structured chiastically having a rhetorical
function of persuasion. It is a linguistic figures of speech that makes "the
ordinary extraordinary." (I’Jam & Fadhil, 2016: 43)
3y all () Madall ey E1 Al o ol Al o cliall™ liall (e Ay el Ada Sl (ds A )
pal g gl el gl () el a3 sl g 3l U e o3 il o
(Vq :Y~ 'Y cdjm)
This is the same as the symbolic 'hurrying’ from Safa - the name in Arabic
connotes emptiness or vacuum as a symbol of nothingness - to Marwa,
the spring which signifies life and being. (Yehie, 1994: 88)

Y)Y sana) il 1o ¢ s gl o L I ALY1 ey ) e b sl o) Y

light indicates day and it would be a lopsided argument to claim that day
proves the existence of light. (Yehie, 1994: 7)
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¥ ) o O Saa gl pladly | gl Jlad ) g2 O (Sae Cladial) 4] o) ¥
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The most trivial premises can lead to the most serious consequences,

whereas the most important beginnings can issue in nothing. (Yehie,

1994: 10)

oo Bally ciy el | Ady el Bad) Gliadly dea e VI Gu pl oIS e Sl i

(2 gana) Lalls dia S aglaal s aelen s palee o agS i alll o g1y Aes )l (e

(YA Y)Y

If all such approaches fail, with the disbeliever persisting in his attitude,

there remains only one option open: to inflict the promised torments on

him so that he may come to know the truth. Acquaintance with the truth is

the essence of mercy. Should God neglect those obstinate disbelievers in
their blindness and ignorance, He would be unjust. (Yehie, 1994: 43)

Chiasmus creates a counterbalancing effect in the second of phrase
of the two connected ones. It breaks the monotony of direct parallelism to
attract the reader’s attention (I’jam & Fadhil, 2016). It is used in these
examples to emphasize a claim (God's mercy and power). The emphasis
is caused by the reversed arrangement of the items within the same
structure. Chiasmus adds to the rhythmical quality of the sentences.

6.6. Total extended repetition (Tautotes)
Tautotes is the repetition that "occurs repeatedly in the structure of
sentences or verses" (Mahliatussikah& Istiqgomah, 2020:121)

i e Ad 2y g Al (i e 4d oLy A Guda (e ] JS o oty 41llY
(VoY IY cgena) dmll judS cpe oa alll Huud cada) )
God destines each human being to a fate which corresponds to his
intentions. He wills him to what he himself really wills and He desires for
him what he himself desires. There is no duality here. God's
preordination is identical to the creature's freedom of choice. (Yehie,

B 258 B ¢ ae My ¢l My AR p303 M (e B ega Sy la Ghams O 3 da LY
(YO 1Y o )Y 3 gana)a¥T S () Sal

Does he, for instance, envisage for us a life without death, sickness,

senility, deficiencies, disability, grief, or suffering? (Yehie, 1994: 26)

AERAN cdw) 65);1\ JMU ‘ngjl;AM éwb c‘fd:d\ é.&a]\ (e PR oda Y
K
Such scientific, figurative, and literal truth. (Yehie, 1994: 121)
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You will be quite right there. If you do not believe that you have a soul,
how can you be expected to believe in a jinni? If you do not believe in
God how can it be possible for you to believe in the existence of the
devils? (Yehie, 1994: 81)

G s A JOb G e (A cpme (M dsa e JisaY) adde Jlai aualls o

(Y Y )Y casana) aid () op s () Adady ) cash () el ) ool ) o pad
The body is subject to all conditions of health, sickness, fatness, leanness,
ruddiness, paleness, vitality, satiety, etc. (Yehie, 1994: 71)

It could be noticed from the examples that linking the repeated
words to context's vocabularies creates balance; small words "produce
impressive impact and generate big ideas.” (Stashko, 2020)

6.7. Polyptoton

Polyptoton is the repetition of the same part of speech using
different inflections. The repetition of different forms of the same root
connects and emphasizes the ideas. It is called ‘root-duplication'
(Monassar, 2014)

123 g0 3529 J<U g AN (318 < clailia daia JS G e a3 (Raadl) 56 )
('\ :Y Y ‘J}AM)
The law of causation which stipulates that every artifact, creature, or
existent must have been brought into being by a maker, creator, or
efficient cause(Yehie, 1994: 5)
("l ARKRAE ¢ gana) oaall) e dall c?l.u)j“jlcya)sb ccw\ulcddg@uﬂbﬂ
Every artifact, creature, or a piece of fabric points to the weaver, a
painting to the painter, an engraving to the engraver (Yehie, 1994: 5)

(YY’ ARRAE cdjm) ?deJu‘} 6%&:&“5 c%#w\ sﬂ).i Jalala ¥
Why, then, does He suffer the unjust, the murderous, and the thieving to
perpetrate their deeds? (Yehie, 1994: 23)

Ao pally N g  5aVL 3l il s cdiaiall e sle Wil () A s aels Galill amy €

(V0 :Y )Y (2 sans) ,AaSaS () paSay g o0 palS ) g paly 1alaif al | slan g allly | 58 5l gl
Some people understand human freedom as meaning a transcendence of
Divine Will and a management of affairs independent of God.
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Consequently, they accuse the advocates of freedom with Shirk
(polytheism) and with setting up equals to God who bid and dispense like
Him. (Yehie, 1994: 14)

Ll 5S4 e laia) el sally oyl e e e A L o g il 5.0

(£) Y)Y (o gana) o) AN j8hg lid¥) Aad T dida e da)l
It is also not true that our religion originated from 'the soil', from social
conditions and causes, to be employed as a weapon in the hand of one
class against another and to perpetuate the wealth of the rich and the
poverty of the poor. (Yehie, 1994: 46)

In the previous examples, the form and meaning are replicated across
different parts of speech or different derivations. The author succeeded in
capturing the inner reality accurately and with subtleties using polypoton.
The shades of meanings are perfectly employed the repetition of the
similar morphological forms reinforce the rhythmic and denotative values
of the text. (Khader & Kullab , 2016: 42). The power of the words in
making expressive denotations influences the reader.

7. Study Results

In terms of density of parallelism, the analysis indicated that
parallelism is an evident style marker in the book. Table (1) shows the
recurrence of semantic parallelism embodied through synonymous
parallelism and antithetical parallelism. It also shows the frequency of
syntactic parallelism manifested through parallel (sentence, clause, phrase
(NP, VP, AP, PP). Synonymous parallelism (54%) is of higher frequency
than antithetical parallelism (46%). Regarding syntactic parallelism,
phrase constitutes the highest percentage (70%) and clause is of the
lowest rate (13%).

percentage frequency Types of Parallelism Types of Parallelism
54% 172 Synonymous Parallelism
46% 146 Antithetical Parallelism Semantic Parallelism
318 Total Semantic
18% 135 Sentence
13% 98 Clause
44% 237 Noun Phrase
36% 190 Verb Phrase
16% 85 Prepositional Phrase Phrase
4% 23 Adjectival Phrase
70% 535 Total Phrase
71% 768 Total Syntactic Syntactic Parallelism
100% 1086 Total
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Table (1) shows the frequency and percentage of the types of

semantic and syntactic pa
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Figure (1) presents the percentage of types of parallelism

Types of repetition Frequency percentage
Anaphora 99 34%
Mesodiplosis 62 21%
Polyptoton 41 14%
Tautotes 39 13%
Epistrophe 38 13%
Anadiplosis 6 2%
chiasmus 4 1%
Total 289 100%

Table (2) shows frequency and percentage of types of repetition

13% 13%

34%

Figure (2) presents frequency and percentage of types of repetition
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It has been found out that anaphora (34%) and mesodiplosis (21%)
are the most widely used in the book. Polyptoton as a stylistic device is
the third (after anaphora and mesodiplosis) in usage effect as it constitutes
(14%). Tautotes and epistrophe are the fourth (13%). The least repetition
devices used in the book are Anadiplosis and chiasmus.

p-value Z percentage | frequency
0.01 18.62 21% 289 Repetition
79% 1086 Parallelism
100% 1375 TOTAL

Table (3) shows frequency, percentage, Z and p-value

Parallelism Repetition

O NN Y 0o

Figure (3) shows the percentage of parallelism in relation to repetition

Table (3) and figure (3) demonstrate the density of parallelism in relation
to repetition in A Dialogue with an Atheist. It has been found that there is a
statistically significant difference at the level of (0.01%) between parallelism
and repetition in favor of parallelism which constitutes (79%) and repetition
(21%) and z value (18.62)

8. Discussion

Dr. Mostafa Mahmoud wrote A Dialogue with an Atheist in an
eminently attractive style. His style is characterized by simplicity and
depth. Religious issues are discussed in the prism of science. In this book,
parallelism works on two layers of structure syntactic and semantic. Dr,
Mostafa Mahmoud's use of parallelism and repetition might be because of
being highly influenced by Quran and hadith. He quotes some parallel
structures as

(A Y VY Qsana) Mode SN WU | J¥e U1 s a8 alll 58
God says in a Divine Utterance (Hadith Qudsi) : "It is | who aids in
proving and finding, there is no proof leading to me". (Yehie, 1994:7)

N
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Vg ddal) 8 eV ign g oAl Mg S (B e WA il 4 tian 4l Jydyy Y
) ) ) ) (‘10 :Y . \V”QJAA.A)."‘EAL.I;
God says: "Those are in Hell and | care not and those in Paradise and |
care not". (Yehie, 1994: 108)
(30 :Y )Y agena)  RG18 oLd (rag (paald oL pad ¥
Hence, those who believe or disbelieve are perfectly free to pursue the
course they have chosen. (Yehie, 1994: 108)

It is evident that the findings of this study lends support to
Mahliatussikah & Istigomah (2020) who asserted that repetition is a sign
of confirmation and gives decorations to the language. The results are
also in line with Zhao (2012) and Aziz (2012) that parallelism is a sort of
correspondence and balance in structure between successive lines of a
unit. It is also associated with saji (a>=) which is an inherent feature in
Arabic language. Without parallelism there will be no sense in discussing
variation and change. The study is also in line with Monassar (2014),
Mueller (2015), Dror (2017) who assum that parallelism is a stylistic
means of both repetition and cohesion; a technique where words are
organized in successive lines in a well-adjusted manner. The findings also
confirm Al-Ameedi & Mukhef (2017) finding that parallelism is a type of
foregrounding. In this study anaphora proved to be the most frequently
stylistic device used in this text. This finding is in line with Stashko's
study (2020) which proved that anaphora is the most widely spread
stylistic device used in advertising texts.

9. Conclusion

The study objective is to investigate the variety of parallelism types
and lexical repetition that characterize Mostafa Mahmoud's style in his
book A Dialogue with an Atheist. Mostafa Mahmoud used parallel
patterning to call the reader’s attention to a significant idea. Readers
strongly prefer coordinated sentences in parallel structure (Frazier, 1984).
Parallelism is used to reinforce synonymical or antonymical relations.
The language of Dialogue with an Atheist is ‘persuasive’ as the book is
written with a persuasive intent. Lexical repetition refers to the repetition
of lexical items which displays the variety and subtlety of Dr. Mostafa
Mahmoud's book. The repetition of linguistic forms creates "rhythm,
aesthetics, expectation and fulfillment effective in persuasive and literary
writing" (Padgate, 2018:61)
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Repetition adds to the meaning while parallelism correlates
different systems. It has been shown that parallelism and repetition have
persuasive and cohesive functions. Parallelism achieves foregrounding.
Lesley Jefferies and Dan Maclntyre (2010: 32) state that “If deviation is
unexpected irregularity in language then parallelism is unexpected
regularity. Parallelism is the other means by which foregrounding effect
arises out of a repeated structure.” Repetition creates "a stream of
expectation, and gives unity to the work of art" (Al-halhooli, 2017: 194).
It serves as a controlling factor for arranging words and achieving
cohesion. The study may pave the way for other future researches to
investigate Dr. Mostafa mahmoud's marvelous works
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