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Abstract

A conceptual metaphor is considered a vehicle of recognizing
the world. The present research seeks to shed light on the
important role and implications of conceptual metaphors in
business and economic texts. It aims to analyze the conceptual
metaphors found in the Egyptian economic news headlines. So, this
research is an attempt to identify, classify and quantify kinds of
metaphors adopted in the Egyptian economic news headlines. To
achieve this purpose, a 100,000-word corpus was built by
collecting economic news headlines from three of the most popular
Egyptian e-journals. The results indicate that there are different
kinds of metaphors used in the Egyptian journalistic reports
dealing with business and economy such as ECONOMY IS
HUMAN, ECONOMY IS A BUILDING, ECONOMY IS A
JOURNEY, ECONOMY IS A WAR, ECONOMY IS A GAME,
ECONOMY IS WEATHER and ECONOMY IS UP AND DOWN.
Some of the metaphors are used more frequently than others.

Key words: Conceptual Metaphor, Economic News Headlines,
Linguistic Expression

Introduction

The study of conceptual metaphors receives a growing interest in
the field of linguistics (Gong, Huang & Ahrens, 2008). The word
"metaphor” goes back to the Greek "metaphora" which means "to
transfer” or "to carry over" (Alhasnawy, 2007). In his book, "Poetics",
Avristotle defines metaphor as "giving the thing the name that belongs to
something else" (Zhang & Hu, 2009). Against the traditional trends which
classify the metaphor as a device of figurative language and rhetorical
flourish, Lakoff and Johnson (2003) define metaphor as a conceptual
phenomenon related to people's thinking and behavior. They observe that
human language is hardly metaphor free because people express abstract
ideas using words from more concrete concepts. In other words,
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conceptual metaphors help people "map™ concepts from a concrete source
domain to a more abstract target domain. Therefore, "conceptual
mapping" is described as a "cognitive mechanism" in which features of
the target domain are projected onto the source domain to “fit” the ways
human bodies have been coupled to the environment (Lakoff & Johnson,
1999 & Zhang & Hu, 2009). Metaphors carry out not only the mapping
function, but also the function of reasoning about concepts from the
source domain (Lakoff, 1993 & Shutova, 2015). Clark (1998) explains
that conceptual metaphor is an adept solution offered unconsciously and
automatically by the human brain to correlate between the abstract and
sensorimotor domains. The use of conceptual metaphor helps people form
focus information by comprehending one aspect of the concept in terms
of another. Consequently, some aspects that are inconsistent with that
metaphor will be hidden (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980-a).

Youwen (2014) discriminates between a "metaphor" and a
"metaphoric expression”. Metaphor is related to thought, whereas a
metaphoric expression is the linguistic expression that can be
comprehended through the metaphor (e.g., "LOVE IS A JOURNEY" is a
metaphor which can be expressed through the metaphoric expressions:

"look how far we have come”, "we're spinning our wheels" and "the
marriage is on the rock").

There are different classifications of metaphors. According to
source domain, Lakoff and Johnson (1980-b) classify conceptual
metaphors into structural, ontological and orientaitional metaphors.
Structural metaphors enable people comprehend and explain abstract
concepts in terms of well-structured concepts (e.g., the metaphor "TIME
IS MONEY™" entails time as a valuable commodity and as a limited
resource). In ontological metaphors, people comprehend events, activities
or something abstract as entities or concrete substances (e.g., "EMOTION
Is A CONTAINER"). Orientational metaphors have to do with basic
human spatial orientations such as up-down, in-out, front-back, on-off,
deep-shallow, etc. (e.g., "HEALTH IS UP" and "ILLNESS IS DOWN").

According to content, Grady (1997) classifies conceptual
metaphors into primary and complex metaphors. Primary metaphors refer
to the basic relationship between abstract concepts and concrete
experiences such as™a warm smile" and "a close friend". Primary
metaphors can be combined to larger structures that are called complex
metaphors (e.g., a purposeful life is a journey").
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As economy is getting closely related to people’s everyday life,
economic news headlines, eyes of news report, play a significant role in
summarizing the news reports. News headlines help readers to be
acquainted with the main points of the news. Thus, the gist of economic
news headlines embodies rhetorical devices, such as conceptual
metaphors, that help people project their human experiences to the
economic concepts. Metaphors can be efficiently received and perceived
by the readers. They would serve the purpose of acquainting people with
a good supply of events happening every day. Economic conceptual
metaphors show the dynamic economic processes of exchange,
circulation and interested negotiations (Bracker, 2005). Hence, the role of
economic reporters is either to describe events or to evaluate and predict
the economic processes. Conceptual metaphors are used to attract the
readers’ attention or to persuade them about the validity of the evaluation
and prediction (Cardini, 2014).

The problem of the research

Egyptian economic journalists employ conceptual metaphors in
their reports to attract the attention of the readers. ldentifying and
analyzing conceptual metaphors used in the headlines of the economic
reports related to every citizen's daily life is necessary to capture the
message behind the report. However, conceptual metaphors used in the
Egyptian economic reports have not been studied yet. The present
research seeks to bridge the gap by providing valuable insights into the
important role and implications of conceptual metaphors in the Egyptian
business and economic reports.

Objective of the Research

The purpose of the present research is to analyze the metaphorical
expressions found in the Egyptian journalistic reports dealing with
business and economy. Specifically, this research attempts to identify,
classify and quantify kinds of metaphorical expressions adopted in the
Egyptian economic news headlines.

Research Questions
The present research attempts to answer the following questions:

1. Do the Egyptian news headlines employ metaphors?
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2. What are the types of metaphors employed in the Egyptian news
headlines?

3. What are the most common types of metaphors in the Egyptian news
headlines?

4. Is there a relationship between the conceptual metaphors used in the
Egyptian economic texts and the conceptual metaphors used in other
contexts (e.g., British, American, Chinese and Slovene)?

Method

To answer the previous questions, a qualitative and quantitative
analysis of a 100,000-word corpus is conducted. The corpus is built by
collecting news headlines from Egyptian e-journals such as "Al-Ahram
Aligitsady sbai¥) ol a¥1" "AlYoum AlSabia &l a5l and "AlBorsa
da ) " in the period from Y/Y/2017 to 30/9/2017. These three e-journals
are of the most read economic journals in Egypt according to Forbes-
Middle East report in 2011 (AlArabiya, 2011). "Al-Ahram Aligitsady
@Y ol Y and "AlBorsa 54" are specialized in economic news.
"AlYoum AlSabia &bl a5l provides rich contemporary economic
discourses and the latest material.

The metaphors are identified by using Group's (2007) MIP (Metaphor
identification procedure). MIP requires careful reading of the entire text
to establish a general understanding of the meaning of each lexical item
in order to find out how this lexical item applies to an entity, relation or
attribute. If the contextual meaning of the lexical item contrasts with its
basic meaning used in other texts, this lexical item is identified as a
conceptual metaphor (Group, 2007).

Based on Lakoff's (1993) contemporary theory of metaphor, many
metaphorical expressions taken from Egyptian economic news headlines
are identified, classified into categories and analyzed qualitatively.

To find out the most frequently used metaphorical expressions in
the Egyptian economic news headlines, a quantitative analysis of the
corpus is conducted.

Anaysis

1. Qualitative analysis
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By analyzing the Corpus of the Egyptian Economic News
Headlines (CEENH) qualitatively, different types of metaphors are
identified. According to the classification of Grady (1997), primary and
complex metaphors are detected. For example, the primary metaphor
"ECONOMY IS A HUMAN?" is expressed through the following
metaphoric expression:

Al YY) axia (ysale o o daihy Baan G lalind goal @l e A4S i
(Y VY)Y oalaia)

A real estate company pumps new investments with a value of 300
million Egyptian pounds.

As the heart pumps blood in order to keep the human body alive,
the “real estate company” pumps new investments that refresh the
Egyptian economy and keeps it strong.

Also, a number of complex metaphors, which are composed of
molecules of primary metaphors, are identified. For example, the
complex metaphor "ECONOMY IS A HUMAN AND ECONOMIC
INSTITUTIONS ARE VESSELS" is expressed through the following
metaphoric expression:

(Y~\T/\\/Y\ ‘ZMJ}J\)L@L})&JS“UL‘\. G‘ASU‘“")“MU:’)"S

"Food Supply Administration in Suez" pumps 90 tons of Sugar into its
branches.

In this metaphoric expression, "Suez Supply" is likened to a heart
that pumps blood into the blood vessels, the branches.

Another complex metaphor is "ECONOMY IS A SICK WILD
ANIMAL" which is expressed through the following economic
expression:

(Y~\V/°/YY GZ.AAJ)._\S‘)M\@ﬂé)}ﬂ"f;‘jd"sﬁm‘@:‘)

Raising the rate of interest is a "bitter medicine" necessary to curb the
inflation.

In this metaphoric expression, raising the profit is likened to a
medicine that is bitter, yet necessary for a sick body (the Egyptian
economy). This medicine helps curb the wild animal, inflation.
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An  additional example of complex metaphors s
"UNSUCCESSFULL ECONOMY IS A THIRSTY HUMAN" which is
expressed through the metaphoric expression:

(Y VY/Y/0 ) 5all) &y yoaal) (3 saall (ihae (g5 53 Y 3 jlail) - Lilall 5 e

Egypt and Germany — The volume of trade between Egypt and Germany
does not quench the thirst of the Egyptian market.

In this metaphor, the Egyptian trade market is likened to a thirsty
human being who is looking forward to getting a great amount of
commercial exchanges to end his thirst. However, the commercial
exchanges between Egypt and Germany are too limited to quench the
thirst of the Egyptian market.

By applying Lakoff and Johnson's (1980-b) classification of
conceptual metaphors, ontological, structural and orientational metaphors
are identified in the CEENH. Structural metaphors are perceived through
the metaphor ECONOMY IS A HUMAN. Ontological metaphors are
perceived through the metaphors ECONOMY IS A JOURNEY,
ECONOMY IS A WAR, ECONOMY IS WEATHER, ECONOMY IS A
GAME and ECONOMY IS A BUILDING. Orientational metaphors are
detected through the metaphors ECONOMY IS UP and ECONOMY IS
DOWN. These types are clarified as follows.

1.1. ECONOMY IS A HUMAN

People employ their experience and knowledge to understand complex
abstract economic concepts. Personification is one of the methods that
make economic discourse manageable. Economic concepts are associated
with human features. So, the metaphor "ECONOMY IS A HUMAN" is
expressed through different metaphorical expressions.  These are
discussed in the following section.

1.1.1. Some parts of a human being, which carry out specific functions
necessary for life, are borrowed to personify economic concepts. This is
illustrated in the following examples:

eiaY) el aeyy Mglaill allall (il 8 cy UM gee r 0 oS Aeliall g
ARARTAVARIT S W ()

Minister of industry of Kuwait: The exhibition of "Kuwait is in the heart
of the world of business" supports the foreign investor.

P THEEETTDDrm— ————
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(Y VYN ‘@L»J\ e)..ﬂ\) 4 gal) 45 ) gal 4;‘).4.4]/ J‘}AAJ/‘:;Q il pall Al e il
Vice Minister of Finance: Taxes are the backbone of the state’s budget.

ldl agll) dals a8 o K Galall glhadll ae Jans el Acayldll s
(Y ) 1/0/A

Chairman of the holding company of insurance: we are working with the
private sector as two souls in the same body.

In the previous examples, the human body is considered a main
source for the cognitive view of the economic metaphorical meaning.
Three metaphors; i.e. backbone, heart and body, are used to describe
economical concepts. In the first example, the world of business is
likened to a body whose heart is "Kuwait". In the second example, taxes
are characterized as the backbone of the state’s budget. The basic
knowledge of the backbone is that it supports and protects the whole
body. Also, it helps the body to move. So, taxes are the support and
protection for the economy. In the third example, to simplify the concept
of cooperation in the economic field, body metaphor is used.

1.1.2. Everyday experience shows that people are active when they are
healthy. When people suffer from some illness, they become weak and
need help to recover. The concepts of illness, pain, weakness, strength
and wellbeing are rendered to the economic concepts. The following
examples illustrate this.

(Y~\'\//\/\\ GMJJJS‘) Jadinl u.a)—d\ uﬁ})‘o;\jduﬂ\é)m‘auaﬁ
IMF loan is a bitter medicine as the disease is already rampant.
(Y~\'L/\ /YA ‘@LA\ e}.\l\) L:.g‘)‘.a,d\ ALaiay) CM&)Jemu\_}ﬂ\w

Mohamed Al-Erian offers a prescription for the treatment of Egyptian
economy.

(Y VY daa )y sall) oadlal) SLaBY) () 8 g laca 4S5 ) cllaiy)

s |, The American elections are a headache in the
international economy.

(Y IV/E/YT dua ) sall) yeme COSEL 20l (8 g gil) il 8L 405 5aY) draladl
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The American University discusses the impact of "floating” on treating
the problems of Egypt.

(Y VY/8/Y 0 coalaiy) o) ;Y1) "aasiaa" saaall 45 ) sall 45 ) sall g ddasldl dad i

Chairman of the Committee of the plan and budget: The new budget is
"suffocated".

(Y VY/0/Y oyl al a¥1) asaa e QLS 33U Caiagy S5 Y1 (e S
The US Congress is sparing the country a new financial paralysis.

Sele™ i eadl leall 54 e S5 bl daalall b Jaal il (pe by
(Y AY/e/81 ‘MJ)J\)

“Amer” asks banks to work in the new capital and emphasizes the
strength of the banking system.

cabad) a5l Z3aY) Jal (e Al gall A gSall )5 Jaay o 20 Y Ganlll 1 jlai il
(Y+VY/o/YY

Jaber Nassar: People have to bear the painful decisions of the government
for the sake of reform,

(Y I/ cqaladl o sall) Al sise e b e iy g Alaty 5 paaall LaliaY)
The Egyptian Reserve is recovering and approaching its highest levels.

In these examples, medicine, illness, prescription, headache,
treatment, suffocated, paralysis, strength and painful correlate between
human beings and economic concepts. The conceptual metaphor is
established through this correlation. As a result, complex economic
concepts become comprehensible to the readers.

1.1.3. Unexpected changes in the economy are likened to a mutation, i.e.
an unexpected change in the genetic structure of the human being.

(YN VNY/T dia sy Jg il e allall 5y 5 Camaa Al jgSH <) Ll 5 5ik
The mutation of the electric cars weakens the demand for Petrol.

(Y YV/O/A cadall o sall) (S5 5 i) 5 b ag ) el gl Ciliagias Juady adi y dadill

e THETTT i —
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Oil prices rise thanks to the reductions of OPEC despite US mutation of
drilling.

1.1.4. Some human related feelings are rendered to the economic
concepts in the CEENH.

(Y YUY/ ddua ) sall) pal gall g Uadl salaal) ) gins
Happiness years for the sector of poultry.

MJ}&SJ&S\@"Q\XMM%M\"&d@w\ujbaﬁwu};ﬁu}sb}ﬂ
(Y~\T/\\/YV c:&mJ)..ﬂ\)MUAM

"Vodafone" fears of the conflict of interests to incorporate “Telecom
Egypt" and its competition license.

(Y OAVV/T/YY dia sl Ml allall 5 daal) sleaiBY T i g 2y il () 5 ainna

Gulf investors: the indicators of domestic and global economy are
worrying.

(\‘.\\//i/ﬂ‘Z\..AJ}_\l\)LLEsT.V ).a.uaﬂjw.ihg\ ;\Ag_-i‘jjx: &_\Alua.;ajj.\l\

The Stock market wails on the martyrs of the churches and loses 203
points.

Human feelings such as fear, worry, happiness and wailing are
attributed to the economic field to make complex economic concepts
close to the readers' minds.

1.1.5. Within the CEENH, the economic concepts are correlated to
human behavior such as walking, jumping, pushing, growing, waiting,
possessing, devouring and feeding. Moreover, economic concepts are
likened to a human being who has appetite and needs to have feeling of
satiety.

(YT E dua ) all) padd aBY) gaill 3bL7 ) (535 38 adiail)
Inflation could slow economic growth.
(Y VY/VYY dia ) ll) Ll Al e 5 piial (G jaiinnal) dpgdi Cimaay "agiall oy ga

"Floating the Pound" weakens investors' appetite for the projects of wind
energy
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(YOWV/ENY duasill) o jeaall e o saill da sSall (pa 4y 8 dnid
A strong push from the government to nonbank finance.

uasill) bl e ia &SN Gmg ) e %YV, A Lo 3t el
(Y VV/E/YY

The sector of "Industry" possesses 27.98% of bank loans till the last
December.

(s al A1) 58 v lagily o2l 58 5 aladl cpall A5 ) gall g Adadl) Ll i
(Yo \V/E/7

Chairman of the plan and budget committee: Public debt and its benefits
devour 40% of the budget.

el o sal) YOOV e JsVI I (80, T Aty sty a1 SLaBYI]2 (Y4 V/0)
German economy grows by 0.6% in first quarter of 2017.

a5l (gl ol A o L gall Sl 5 gaia yia i (pe Ailil] day
(Y AV/0/NY

The second tranche of the IMF loan waits for approval by the Executive
Board.

(Y VV/0/VY dhua )y sall) A gall ol i 2o jind hadll g i 4 gSal)
The government moves quickly to recover lands of the state.

caalad) asall) Fliall 8L (e 1Sy el ol 2y el Lo glice 3y 5 ae Jasgy Jadill
(Y VYN

Oil prices fall down with fears of satiation after the American withdrawal
from the climate deal.

(YONV/ANY caaball asall) Gl alall o Tl o ai Sl 59 48 e allad) Callal
Global energy demand continues its slow growth for the third year
(YA 0 caalall sl ol b Adledn H¥ 50 Jlle VLA () 588 jeadd (alad) cpall

Egypt's foreign debt jumps to 71.8 billion dollars by the end of February.

TN —
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1.2. ECONOMY IS A BUILDING

The structure of economy is matched to the structure of a building.
Buildings have infrastructure, ground, foundation, ceiling and floor.
Buildings should be stable. Unstable buildings are subjected to collapse.
The following metaphorical expressions show the metaphors borrowed
from the building domain to the economic field.

(V~\1/1/Yﬁ 63\.1.4‘)}.1.“) JLG—‘:.'QS‘)‘AA“\:“;“

The Egyptian pound collapses.
(Y OV UNY/YA el asdll) jema SlaBdl ) jiul ale Yo VY 2 Sy el agaa

An American Institute: 2017 is the year of stability in the Egyptian
economy.

a1, ) e Al L 4 e cle Wi ) o ddabad Sy 1 g lat) o Ul
(YVVV/YY gy gall) callal)

AEa 111, "The sector of real estate™ builds its plans on price hikes
that arouse fears of demand collapse.

(Y VYY) ool ol alT) Ja) 4l 5
The gate of hope.

(i) ¥ IO cVlaiV) clSudl pulul) Al ool dgia &l jlle Vo dasSall ol
Q\}L&(Y~\V/V/YV c:h.a)).\j\)

Government statement: 10 billion pounds for developing the
infrastructure of the communication networks within 3 years.

bV, Apudlill) piige B S pa gl 5 (A g3 (5 aal) s gall gLl Ciria
(Y VV/0/N da ill)

The weakness of the Egyptian institutional structure led to a decline in its
position in the competitiveness index.
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Aua ) sall) Lu B 4 Y sall ol 891 b sad Clltas i) 25 3S all Zailas ()
Governor of the Central Bank: the abolition of the (Y:YV/e/V1
ceiling of individuals' dollar transfers is soon.

(YO Y/ T bl ol 5 pseall e g il g sl Alalall cilgall £USu sl

Restructuring entities involved in the development of small enterprises.

The “infrastructure” is considered the basis for any building.
Likewise, the metaphor “infrastructure” is used to indicate the economic
basis for the communication networks. “Gate” is the first part in any
building. Similarly, hope is considered the first step, or gate, in the
development of economy. “Ceiling” refers to the highest point in the
building. As for economy, the metaphor “ceiling” refers to the highest
point in economic transfers.

The metaphor "stability" makes reference to the strength of the
economic structure, and the metaphor “collapse™ indicates its weakness.
The sector of the real estate, an example for an economic institution, is
likened to an engineer who builds a building.

1.3. ECONOMY IS A JOURNEY

On the basis of a person’s experience in life, a journey is moving from
one place to another. A journey is usually associated with the departure,
path, steps and destination. It is also related to overcoming obstacles,
setting out, setting sail or exploring. A journey may be expressed through
means of travelling like plane, train and sailing. This mapping is indicated
in the following metaphorical expressions.

(Y VY/UA da sall) dpaiil) ) 33kl 5 Jigall gyl 5 i) alacl

Technical education and vocational training and the pathway to
development.

In this example, economic development is considered a destination
and the pathway to this destination is the technical and vocational
education.

(Y VUMY gaaidy) ol all) Gllhay ~Say) ks

Reform train sets out.

T m———
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Similarly, economic development is considered a destination and
the means that leads to this destination is the train of reform.

(YUY da ) paeail) e Jls el jlaadl" e daas Y sal) Jasll"

"The International transport” seeks with "The Administration of customs™
to overcome the barriers of export.

In the pathway of economic development, there are obstacles. One
should overcome these obstacles in order to reach the destination of
economic development.

The incomplete journey of the Iranian economy

The Iranian economy is likened to a journey that has not been
fulfilled yet.

(s haBY) ol Y1) bl SLaBY) acd Busk o dage 3shd LY o gl (s
(YIV/e

Activating the investment law is an important step on the path of
supporting the national economy.

To reach the destination of economic development, there are steps
that should be taken. In this example, activating the investment law is
considered an important step, and "supporting the national economy" is
the path to the economic development.

1.4, ECONOMY IS A GAME

With the development of world economy and globalization, the terms
of a game are not confined to the game itself. The desire to surpass in the
field of economy is compared to the desire to win a game. So, some of the
features of a game (the source domain) are systematically mapped onto
economy. Thus, some of the game-related terms such as compete,
competition, championship, rivals, lose, win, challenge, record and goal
are found in the economic news headlines. The following metaphorical
expressions indicate these terms.

(Y VYT caabal) a sall) don JAN (31 VL Leilialllgla 55 L) 3o llic’ 4y puaal) 35l
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Egyptian Leather has attributes that qualify it for competition in the
foreign markets.

In this example, the foreign markets are considered a game in which
Egyptian leather has the competence to compete in this game.

(Y BRTAVA cz\..\a)}_\j\) ‘;\ALJ\ BBT-L7ARIAY MQ;}LJ\ e';"aﬂ\
Annual inflation records 31.7% last February.

The Egyptian economy is matched to a game, and "inflation™ is
likened to a player who records some points in the game.

(Y VV/Y/Y 0l a¥) asall cblelaa alidg agia jlle YA e daa ) gl

The stock market loses 3.8 billion pounds by the end of the transactions
today.

In the game of Egyptian economy, the stock market (one of the
players) loses by the end of the day.

(Y YV/0/Y ) sall) " sl (8 (5 lad e Call VY ) 5 o (il IS 55 (ued

Five companies compete for purchasing 11 thousand commercial meters
in Suez.

Similarly, the companies (players in the game) compete in order to
win the game by purchasing 11 thousand commercial meters in Suez.

(Y YV/0/VY ) sall) €5 A0 culatial Ak gl oy g (4
Who wins "The national company of corn products"?

In the game of the Egyptian economy, some players compete in
order to win a prize, "The national company of corn products”, by the end
of the game.

(Y YV/0/V T dua ) sall) Aliall Ol giall jome da) gy aa 5T ciliibeal) 8 4 i) 500 3))

The annual increase in pensions is the biggest challenge facing Egypt in
the coming years.

P THEERUTT—
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Within the game of Egyptian economy, there is a big challenge that
Egypt should face in order to continue the game. This challenge is the
annual increase in pensions.

(Y VYV/Y cgluaiB¥l ol al1) Sy 3V Cp safianall oo e (8 45 ) oW1 S LA
European companies are in the goal area of the US investors

In this example, there are two teams who are competing in a match.
Each team has its goal area. The two teams are "the European companies"
and "the American investors".

1.5. ECONOMY IS A WAR

In a war, there is a fight between two parties for the sake of
domination. Each party aims at winning the war. Similarly, in economy,
there is a competition between companies to monopolize the market. In
the war, there is a battle and there are participants, leaders, tactics,
weapons, threatening, domination and victims. The soldiers face and
target the enemy’s soldiers. The following examples depict some of the
war metaphors that are included in the CEENH.

(Y VUNY/YY daa )y sall) ALal) daiill 48 jae 3585 Gy gd) 3U8 1 inan (i)
Memish: Suez Canal leads the coming battle of development.

In the battle of economic development, there are leaders who lead
this battle. The coming leader of the battle is "the Suez Canal".

(Y VYY) & daa )y aall) ClgaY) da s i Y 53l
The dollar crisis assassinates the happiness of mothers.

The dollar crisis is likened to an enemy who assassinates the
happiness of mothers in the battle of economy.

(Y VV/Y/YY cgabaidy o) all) aduzaill Ciligin/
Inflation Targeting

It is necessary to target the enemy in order to win the battle.
Similarly, it is important to target "inflation" (the enemy) in order to win
the battle of economic development.
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(Y VY/Y/YY ol ¥ A 53) e Dladl dgan) sal Lails Lia yee xiis L gy
Assiut opens a permanent exhibtion to face high prices.

In order to win the battle of economic development, the enemy
should be faced by different means. So, Egypt faces "high prices" (an
enemy) by openning an exhibtion in Assiut.

(Y VV/O/XY caluaiB¥l ol alI) dadls iludsdeliall g sldll jeu ad
Raising the interest rate threatens the industry with heavy losses.

In the battle, there are rivals who threaten each other, and one of
the enemies loses the battle. In the battle of Egyptian economy, "raising
the interest rate” (one of the rivals) threatens "the sector of industry"
(another rival). The sector of industry is subjected to heavy losses.

(Y VYN Y el ol jalT) o pedl (3 gud) AlaBY (pd gliall (5 juma Cillas
An Egyptian alliance of contractors breaks into the Arab market.

In order to defeat the enemy in a battle, his field should be broken
into. In this example, the Arab market is dealt with as the field of the
enemy. So, an Egyptian alliance of contractors breaks into this market in
order to win the war.

(Y~\V/'l/\‘° ‘@L..d\w:d\) Md}"“”?ﬂw%v' GJS: MZ\...}SAS‘ &43\}@\
The market of smartphones dominates 70% of Egypt market.

In the battlefield one of the rivals dominates to be the winner.
Similarly, in economy, the market of smartphones dominates the battle
field (Egyptian market) to be able to win the war.

1.6. ECONOMY IS APLANT

In the field of economy, some metaphors from the source domain of
"plant” are employed to describe the development of economy. One can
find words like grow, growth, reap, irrigate, roots, branches, fruits and
many other words. The following examples illustrate some of the plant
metaphoric expressions used in the CEENH.
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e 5l i) L )08 (e 5ol s Al ol jeiinY] A o S i e Jiad dell

(YY) o /0 cgabaidy) ol all) saill

The company of “Algalaa” is reaping the fruits of focusing on developing
the main investments and capitalizing its increasing ability to grow

Economic activities such as focusing on developing the main
investments and capitalizing the ability to grow are likened to a plant that
has fruits and is able to grow. “Alqalaa” company is reaping the fruits of
this plant (economic activities).

(YOYV/EN A daa ) sall) slaidl) yoxi JLICIS 58
Companies in the shadow destroy the economy.

As there are some plants that require shadow to grow, some economic
activities develop in shadow. In other words, the companies that work
illegally are likened to plants that live in shadow, away from the eyes of
the government. These shadow companies destroy the economy.

(Y VV/0/A cadall asall) oy s (e dlasil & SBY ) Y1 o bl dpaiill 55
Minister of Local Development: It is time to uproot the corruption

In this example, corruption is depicted as a parasite plant that has
roots. To achieve economic development, this parasite plant should be
uprooted.

1.7. ECONOMY IS AN ANIMAL

Some conceptual metaphors of "animal* source domain are borrowed
to the economic concepts. One can find words like stallion, horse, cluches
and capture.

(a5 DY 8 ae) )l al alall sal 3 el " ddall il
A ) \) Y @ "“ \J | \J Lm]\ 173 }u‘}“ u\.aaaj\ _ \j 4\73.1&\ \.1\.1.\3\
(Y VY/Y/YY

Medical and aromatic plants are the dark horse for the increase of the
agricultural exports in 2017,

The market of medical and aromatic plants is likened to a dark horse
in a race. The dark horse is the horse that is supposed to win the race.
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Jaaall ¢ Slaall (10 YA E Lt lla ) SADSL"(Y + ) V/Y/Y Y éda ) sill)
TE data captures 84 % of the new ADSL consumers.

The field of economy is like a jungle in which wild animals catch
preys in order to survive. The company of TE data is like a predator that
captures its preys, the customers of ADSL.

(Y VV/E/YY day sall) bl (s o S8V JLEEY edlSS L 5
Russia struggles to pull the economy out of the clutches of the corruption.

In this example, corruption is like a wild animal that has clutches.
Russia struggles to pull its economy out of the clutches of this wild
animal.

1.8. ECONOMY IS WEATHER

Concepts from the source domain "weather" are employed to clarify
complex concepts in the target domain “economy”. Egyptian economy
news headlines employ a number of weather conceptual metaphors such
as climate, fluctuations, stability, storm and hit.

(Y ) T/Y‘/\ Y ce\..mj\ (1‘5:\5\) A‘A\:""“‘M ;\}Q u»ﬂ.ﬁg .J.uu.aj\
The region of Upper Egypt breathes the air of tourism

Tourism, which is an economic activity, is like the air that everyone
breathes in order to survive. As the air is required for the life of any living
organism, tourism is required to vitalize the economy of any region.

(Y VUV i sall) dadlad) LB a2 ) Llae Sl el )l il

Stability in the prices of sugar domestically, in spite of the global
fluctuations.

The fluctuations in the economic field are like the fluctuations in
the weather. The weather, sometimes is windy, stormy, sandy, rainy,
stable etc. Similarly, the prices, in the field of economy, are sometimes
high, low, unstable, and stable.

(Y Y VA/YY daa ) sall) A paall <l gl o i Y gall 4

The crisis of dollar hits the market of "school supplies".
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The crisis of dollar is like a storm that hits the market of “school
supplies”. When the storm hits a city, people become unable to live in it.
Likewise, when the dollar crisis hits the market, “school supplies”
become unaffordable for the people because of the unexpected increase in
its prices.

(YOI /Y Y daa ) all) pean 8 da all Labaid¥) il ale Y)Y
2017 is the year of economic critical fluctuations in Egypt.

Instability of the economic field is like a fluctuating weather. 2017 is
the year of critical fluctuations in the Egyptian economy. The economy is
not going to be stable in this year.

(Y VY/V/YY oy sall) adldll oS 5l ddale
The coming recession storm

Recession is like a storm which hits the Egyptian economy and
affects it severely.

2l A1) alaBB¥l auza gl (e s Jlae Y1 Aliodingh 3 e 3 sga 2 dgallall 35l
(YY) 0 cgaliaiy

World Trade praises Egypt's efforts to create a suitable business climate
and improve the economic situation.

The field of business is likened to a climate. Creating the suitable
environment for trade and investment is like adapting the climate to be
temperate and viable to living.

1.9. Economy is up and ECONOMY IS DOWN

People tend to reflect their physical and cultural structures, including
mapping of a simple spatial structure, on the complex non-spatial
structures. This reflection provides a rich basis for understanding abstract
concepts through orientational means. In the CEENH, one can find that
economic concepts such as stock market and currencies are given the
direction of up and down . The following metaphoric expressions are
used in the CEENH.
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&L A.02 (e ey st Aaed] )50 50k (ol g g ling jlaw) b 40
(T /10T plaidy o] Yl) Y eill xa)

Falling down of the prices takes time. Efforts to increase currency
resources foreshadow further decline of the dollar.

(Y +11/0/Y 9 (saaii¥l ol Y1) adai YV o v (5 gtuse oladl 8 oY 05 sl

The index of the Egyptian stock market is rebounding up towards the
direction of 7700 points.

abidl 4,03 plaily) o b)) pisd) el 2 gull Claled Chuaile Y gl st s gut
(Y IV Y

The dollar fell down in mid-day trading sessions in most of the banks.

Gl o) ae Cauatiall 8 %0, Y adi g (EGX 30 ) dasadl daa ) sall i 5l 5l
(Y OYV/YNY daa ) sall) o) il culall

The main index of the Egyptian Stock Exchange (EGX 30) rises up 0.7%
in the middle of the trading session with a tendency of Arabs and
foreigners to buy.

(Y VY0¥ + s sall) dyaall 5 o il (sall 8 delia dm ) sall ol 2 ) siadla (pash )

Head of “Masters”: the direction of the Stock Market is up in the medium
and long term.

2. Quantitative analysis

The quantitative analysis reveals that about 60% of the corpus
employ conceptual metaphors; about 11.8% of these metaphors are
complex. The analysis of the various types of metaphors found in the
corpus of the CEENH points out that HUMAN metaphors constitute
about 22.9% of the used metaphors, while WAR metaphors represent
about 22.4%. BUILDING metaphors represent about 10.7% of the
metaphors. ANIMAL metaphors are found with a ratio of 2.7%, while
PLANT metaphors are found with a percentage of 9.1%. WEATHER
metaphors constitute 5.3% of the metaphors, whereas UP and DOWN
metaphors represent 12.8%. JOURNEY metaphors represent 7%, the
same ratio is for GAME metaphors. Table (1) summarizes the results of
the quantitative analysis of the various types of metaphors found in the
CEENH.
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Table (1) Quantitative analysis of metaphor types in the corpus

Type of | ratio Type of ratio
metaphor metaphor
Human 22.9% Plant 9.1%
Building 10.7% Animal 2.7%
Journey 7% Weather 5.3%
Game 7% Up & Down | 12.8%
War 22.4% Complex 11.8%
metaphor

Figure (1) illustrates the frequencies of the different types of conceptual
metaphors found in the CEENH.

Figure (1) The frequencies of metaphor typesin the corpus
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20 1
151
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JOURNEY GAME
51 W ER
NERES
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Results and Discussion

The results of the current research show that metaphor is a
predominant feature in the CEENH, and the types of metaphors used to
conceptualize economy are varied. Types of metaphors identified in the
CEENH include HUMAN, BUILDING, GOURNEY, GAME, WAR,
PLANT, ANIMAL WEATHER, and UP &DOWN metaphors. These
results are consistent with the results of Bratoz (2004), Ma and Liu
(2008), Cardini (2014) and Gao (2016) who identified the same types of
metaphors in English, Chinese and Slovene economic news. So,
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metaphors are universal since human nature is the same in all cultures, as
Ma and Liu (2008) conclude in their study.

Within the corpus of the Egyptian economic headlines, human
metaphors are prevalent. This finding is congruent with the results of
other works, such as Chow (2010), Cardini (2014) and Gao (2016). This
finding highlights people's tendency to concentrate on self in
experiencing the world. So, people prefer to give human features to non-
human unfamiliar and abstract concepts.

War metaphors are also used extensively in the CEENH. People
tend to consider economy as a battlefield in which they have to compete
in order to win the battle. So, war metaphors are widely used in the
economic field.

performance of an economy is described as movements of physical
entities (Chow, 2010). Therefore, orientational or spatial metaphors, such
as up and down, are common in the CEENH. These orientational
metaphors help illustrate the financial increase as moving upward, and the
decrease as moving downward.

The building metaphor is common in the CEENH because a
building is a concrete tangible form of real world that requires plan and
design, foundations, gates and ceiling. Poorly designed buildings that do
not have stable foundations are subject to collapse. Similarly, abstract
concepts like ideas and economy require planning and stability to be
successful. These results are consistent with the results of Gong, Huang
and Ahrens (2008) and Chow (2010).

Some terms of the source domain “plant” are employed in the
corpus of the Egyptian news headlines. These results could be attributed
to the agricultural nature of the Egyptian people who tend to reflect their
experience on abstract ideas like economy.

In the corpus of the Egyptian news headlines, journey related
metaphor is identified. Similarly, Gao (2016) finds out that Chinese and
English economic news headlines share the common metaphor
"ECONOMY IS A JOURNEY". According to Lakoff and Johnson
(2003), when economy is viewed as a journey, it indicates that all the
aspects of the source domain “journey” are mapped onto the target
domain “economy”. A journey refers to an action of overcoming
difficulties or obstacles in order to reach a destination. Likewise, the
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beginning and the end of an economic activity are seen as the way the
travellers follow in their journey.

The GAME metaphor is observed in the corpus of the Egyptian
news headlines. This result is congruent with the results of Chow (2010)
and Gao (2016) who notice the existence of Game metaphor in English,
American, Spanish, Chinese and Hong Kong economic news. The use of
GAME metaphor could be attributed to people's tendency in different
cultures to see economy and markets as a type of game or match in which
rivals compete in order to win the match.

Economy is like weather. It is not stable but it fluctuates. An
economic activity may have a strong effect like a storm or a wind. So,
WEATHER metaphor is seen in the CEENH.

Finally, ANIMAL metaphor is detected but with lesser frequency.
This low frequency could be ascribed to the limited types of animals that
people can see in their everyday life. So, the animals that are observed in
the corpus of the Egyptian news headlines are the horse or the stallion.

Conclusion

Conceptual metaphor helps people organize and project
knowledge. As a result, conceptual metaphors are found to be common in
the corpus of the Egyptian economic headlines. Different types of
metaphors are detected, and these metaphors are extremely similar to the
metaphors detected in the English, American, Slovene, Chinese and Hong
Kong economic news. This similarity could be due to the similarity of the
human nature in the different cultures. Some types of metaphors are used
more frequently than others, and this could be due to the uniqueness of
the Egyptian culture.

Further Research

This research is confined to identifying, analyzing and classifying
conceptual metaphors used in the Egyptian Economic reports. An
interesting further research projects could seek to identify and analyze
conceptual metaphors used in the political or social reports. Also, it
would be helpful to study the relationship between the Egyptian culture
and the conceptual metaphors employed in different fields.
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